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SUBJECT: THAI/BURMESE HIGH LEVEL COMMITTEE MEETING 
REF: A. RANGOON 1939 B. RANGOON 1859 

BEGIN SUMMARY. MEETING IN RANGOON AUGUST 17 OP THAI-BURMESE 
HIGH LEVEL COMMITTEE REPRESENTS MOST RECENT AND WELL PUBLICIZED 
EXPRESSION OP THAWING RELATIONS BETWEEN THAILAND AND GUB. UNDER- 
STANDABLY BOTH SIDES AGREED THAT THIS RESUMPTION OF HIGH LEVEL 
MEETINGS WILL REQUIRE YET PURTHER MEETINGS BEPORE SEVERAL BASIC 
ISSUES DIVIDING THE TWO ARE JOINED, IP NOT RESOLVED. BUT GOOD 
START WAS APPARENTLY MADE ON NARCOTICS, GUN SMUGGLING ALONG 
BORDER, AND PISHING BOAT PROBLEMS. PERHAPS MOST NOTABLE 
ASPECT OF TALKS IS THEIR MOOD OP BILATERAL COMMUNICATION 
BETWEEN RTG AND GUB AS FURTHER STEP BY BURMA INTO MORE OPEN 
POREIGN POLICY STANCE. END SUMMARY. 

2. ALTHOUGH PEW DETAILS OP AUGUST 17 BURMESE-THAI HIGH LEVEL 
COMMITTEE TALKS AVAILABLE (AS USUAL, BURMESE OPPICIALS ARE 
UNCOMMUNICATIVE WHEN HIGH LEVELS INVOLVED) APPEARS PROM PRESS 
REPORTS HERE AND IN BANGKOK THAT MAIN TOPICS DISCUSSED WERE 
NARCOTICS, GUN SMUGLLING ALONG BORDER, AND PISHING BOAT PROBLEMS. 
COMMENTS BY MARSHAL DA WEE IN OPENING SPEECH THAT SOME BILATERAL 
PROBLEMS "NEED MORE TIME AND GREATER PATIENCE" AND BY BURMESE 
PONMIN KYAW SOE IN CLOSING SPEECH THAT SOME MATTERS "NEED TO BE 
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THRASHED OUT MORE THOROUGHLY BEPORE WE REACH CONCENSUS" INDICATE 
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FURTHER NEGOTIATIONS WILL BE REQUIRED TO REACH FULL AGREEMENT ON 
THESE PROBLEMS. 

2. BOTH SIDES NEVERTHELESS APPEAR HIGHLY PLEASED BY TALKS, 

RESPONSE TO AMBASSADOR'S QUERY AS TO HOW TALKS HAD GONE FONMIN 
KYAW SOE REPLIED "VERY GOOD, VERY GOOD." KYAW SOE ADDED THAT 
MARSHAL DAWEE WAS A FINE MAN, A SURPRISING AND ENCOURAGING COMMENT 
IN VIEW OF EARLIER REPORTS THAT DAWEE NOT HIGHLY REGARDED IN 

HIGH GUB CIRCLES. THAI MILITARY ATTACHE ALSO TOLD DEFENSE ATTACHE 
THAT TALKS WENT VERY WELL. 

3. EVIDENCE OF IMPORTANCE PLACED ON TALKS BY GUB IS ABUNDANT, IN- 
CLUDING EFFUSIVE TONE OF KYAW SOE'S CLOSING SPEECH AND EXTENSIVE 
FRONT PAGE COVERAGE GIVEN TO MEETING IN BURMESE PRESS. ALTHOUGH 
GUB DID NOT PUBLISH NAMES OF ITS DELEGATION MEMBERS, IT WAS 
CLEARLY A HIGH-LEVEL GROUP. PRESS PHOTOS INDICATED THAT GUB 
REPRESENTATIVES LISTED IN REF B PARTICIPATED. FACT THAT NE WIN 
GAVE DINNER FOR THAI DELEGATION ON EVE HIS DEPARTURE FOR EUROPE 
INDICATED IMPORTANCE WITH WHICH HE VIEWED MEETING. 

4. MAIN IMPETUS FOR HOLDING TALKS EVIDENTLY CAME FROM BURMESE SIDE, 
SINCE DAWEE REFERRED TO 'DECISION OF THE BURMESE GOVERNMENT 

TO REACTIVATE THE BORDER COMMITTEE." BOTH GUB AND THAI EMBASSY 
SOURCES INDICATED PRIVATELY THAT KYAW SOE WANTED THAI DELEGATION 
TO STAY ADDITIONAL DAY FOR FURTHER TALKS AMC GOLF BUT THAT DAWEE 
PLEADED ENGAGEMENT IN THAILAND NECESSITATING HIS RETURN ON AUG 18. 

5. FON MIN INDICATED TO AMBASSADOR THAT NEXT MEETING OF COMMITTEE 
WOULD BE HELD AFTER SEPTEMBER BUT BEFORE END OF YEAR. 

6. COMMENT: GUB INITIATIVE TO REVIVE THAI-BURMA BORDER TALKS 
AFTER DECADE'S LAPSE AND AGREEMENT TO SECOND MEETING BEFORE END 
OF YEAR IS ENCOURAGING EVIDENCE OF EXTENT TO WHICH BURMESE FOREIGN 
POLICY HAS OPENED OUTWARDS SINCE BEGINNING OF YEAR. DESPITE 
CONTINUED RELUCTANCE TO JOIN SUCH FORMAL GROUPINGS AS ASEAN, 

GUB CLEARLY HAS ACTIVE INTEREST IN PARTICIPATING IN AFFAIRS OF 
REGION AND IN DEVELOPING CLOSER RELATIONSHIP WITH RTG. 

7. FOR BANGKOK: SINCE IT IS CLEAR THAT GUB ANTICPATED THAIS 
WOULD STAY DAY LONGER, WOULD APPRECIATE BANGKOK'S COMMENT ON 
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POSSIBLE REASON FOR THAI DELEGATION'S EARLY DEPARTURE. 

MARTIN 
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